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Virtual Microscopes Lab
Part 1: The Scanning Electron  Microscope:  

Go to the website http://micro.magnet.fsu.edu/primer/virtual/virtual.html .  Click on the Scanning Electron Microscopy link.  A specimen will appear on the viewer.  Adjust the focus, contrast, brightness and magnification bars and describe in your own words for each one what the effect is on the image.  Check out all of the different specimens.  Why is the image in black and white?  For what type of evidence might this tool be used to examine?  
Part 2:  Magnification Module:  Look at all the available samples under the different magnifications to see how much the image changes from simply doubling the magnification.  Why might one decide to use a lower magnification when a higher one provides so much detail?  
Part 3:  Stereoscopic Zoom Microscopy:  Follow the directions in this tutorial to examine the available specimens.  How does the stereomicroscope differ structurally from the compound microscope?  How does the image seen under the stereomicroscope differ from the one seen under the compound microscope?  For what type of evidence might this tool be used to examine? 
